
In the realm of litera-
ture, there are story-
tellers who possess a 
unique gift: the ability 
to transport readers to 
worlds beyond imagi-

nation, where love, mystery, and 
adventure intertwine. Michelle 
M. Pillow stands as one such 
luminary, a beacon of creativity 
whose literary endeavors have 
captured the hearts of millions. 
In our exclusive interview with 
this esteemed author, we delve 
into the depths of her prolific 
career, exploring the genesis of 
her storytelling prowess and the 
boundless realms she creates.

With over a million books 
sold, Michelle M. Pillow has 

carved a remarkable niche in the 
literary landscape, earning acco-
lades as a New York Times and 
USA TODAY bestselling author. 
Renowned for her mastery of 
romance and mystery, Pillow’s 
narratives are imbued with rich 
world-building that serves as por-
tals for the imagination. Whether 
it’s the enchanting allure of the 
Qurilixen World, the intrigue of 
the Warlocks MacGregor series, 
or the magical realms of the 
Order of Magic series, Pillow’s 
tales captivate readers with their 
gripping narratives and vibrant 
characters.

Evangeline Anderson, herself 
a luminary in the literary world, 
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extols Pillow’s work, descri-
bing it as a seamless fusion of 
curiosity and passion, where in-
vestigative reporters collide with 
hot Alien Dragon-Shifters in a 
symphony of excitement and 
romance. Tasha Black echoes 
this sentiment, praising Pillow’s 
ability to infuse her novels with 
humor and heat, creating a ta-
pestry of emotions that resonates 
deeply with readers.

But what lies behind the veil 
of Pillow’s creative process? 
In our interview, she offers a 
glimpse into the inner workings 
of her mind, revealing the meti-
culous craftsmanship that goes 
into crafting each tale. From 
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“Immerse yourself in the thrilling world of ‘Merely  
Mortal’ by Michelle M. Pillow, where the lines between the  ordinary and the   supernatural blur in a  captivating urban fantasy  romance. This gripping 

first-person narrative will keep 
you on the edge of your seat as you follow a human heroine 
navigating a perilous world of magic and intrigue.  A must-read for fans of sus-pense and romance!”
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“Michelle M. Pillow captivates with rich storytelling, vibrant characters, and 
unparalleled creativity, earning accolades as a literary luminary.
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the inception of characters to the 
intricacies of world-building, 
Pillow’s approach is a testament 
to her dedication to the craft.

Yet, amidst the accolades 
and acclaim, Pillow rema-
ins grounded, attributing her 
success to a relentless pursuit of 
excellence and an unwavering 
commitment to her readers. With 
sage advice for aspiring writers 
and a profound appreciation for 
the global reach of her stories, 
Pillow’s humility shines through, 
reminding us of the profound 
impact of literature on the human 
experience.

As we embark on this journey 
into the realms of Michelle M. 
Pillow’s imagination, we invite 
you to immerse yourself in the 
magic of storytelling, where 
worlds are born from words, and 
dreams take flight on the wings 
of imagination. Join us as we 
unravel the mysteries, explore 
the depths of love, and embark 
on adventures beyond the realms 
of possibility. Welcome to the 
enchanting world of Michelle M. 
Pillow.

You write in many different ro-
mance genres. What drew you 
to writing romance and what 
do you enjoy most about it?

I want to create unforgettable, 
emotional tales. My goal is to 
write stories that not only enter-
tain but also linger in the hearts 
and minds of readers long after 
the final page has been turned. 
I want readers to become fully 
immersed and read themsel-
ves into the story, whether it’s 
to agree or disagree with the 
characters. Seeing characters deal 
with problems (even dealing with 
them poorly) helps us to navigate 
our own issues. Romance does all 
this and more.

Having written in many ro-
mance genres, one thing became 
obvious very quickly: for better 
or worse, I wasn’t a one-genre 
writer. My muse likes to explore 
and research, so I let her. I’m for-
tunate to have readers who follow 
me from genre to genre.

How do you come up with 
ideas and stories for your 
many series featuring shifters, 
aliens, ghosts, etc.? 

Character and world-building 
are my favorite parts of writing. 
Whether the world is a modern 
city or a faraway planet, my cha-

racters are products of where they 
come from. I start with character 
history and personality quirks. 
Once I know those, I know what 
kind of adult they are and how 
they might react to the situations I 
put them in. I need to know their 
needs and motivations. Physical 
attributes are usually the last thing 
I think about. 

What is your writing process 
like? Take us through a typical 
day when you are working on a 
new book.

Working as a professional aut-
hor means deadlines. Lots and lots 
of deadlines. Normally, I’ll have 
books being promoted, another in 
writing/edits, another in planning 
stages, and then there is the admin 
and marketing. It’s a never-ending 
cycle. 

I work anywhere. Not because 
I’ve wanted to over the years, but 
because I had to—waiting rooms, 
parking lots, airports, hotels. I 
even finished a book in the pas-
senger seat of a car while driving 
halfway across the country. It 
wasn’t a fun 10 hours for the dri-
ver. LOL Luckily for me, he still 
married me. 

 How do you come up with the 
unique worlds and settings for 
your stories? Do you draw ins-
piration from real-life locations 
or completely imagine them?

It’s a combination of imaginati-
on and inspiration.

Doing things away from the 
computer can help to refill the cre-
ative well. Often, that’s when the 
best ideas strike—when you’re not 
looking for them. Experiencing so-
mething makes you better versed 
in writing about it—not that I can 
take off into spaceships, but I can 
tour a ghost town, or interview an 
expert in paranormal investigati-
ons about their techniques, or visit 
museums. 

You’re bound to learn some-
thing every time you step out into 
the world.

You have a significant number 
of series and books to your 
name. How do you keep track 
of the different worlds and 
characters you’ve created?

It can be difficult, especially 
when it’s in a series I haven’t 
written in for years. I think it’s 
a matter of knowing my worlds 
and characters, like you’d know 
a friend or the house you grew 
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up in. Sometimes my mind can 
walk right back into that room, or 
palace, or ship and see it because 
my imagination has already spent 
time there. And, less fun of an 
answer, I rely on my series bibles 
and notes to fill in the gaps.

 Do you have a favorite series 
or character that you have 
created? Which one and why?

Romance Writers of America 
recognized me for publishing 
over 100 books. Out of those, it’s 
hard to pick a favorite. I’m bles-
sed to have a career that allows 
me to visit many different worlds. 
My first book, a Gothic Regency, 
Forget Me Not (formerly The 
Mists of Midnight) will always 
hold a special place in my heart 
because it’s what started my 
career. 

I’m best known for books that 
fall under the Qurilixen world sci-
fi umbrella—there are shifters, 
aliens, and space pirates. I like 
the Realm Immortal series for 
the vast world building and the 
big cast of characters. It’s like an 
adult fairytale. I like the Tribes of 
the Vampire series because I’m a 
horror genre fan, and those books 
have darker themes.

One theme that runs through 
several of my series is the idea of 
family. Warlocks MacGregor se-
ries is a prime example. They’re a 

“Michelle Pillow creates 
characters to cheer for, to hope 
with, while building worlds that 
are portals for the imagination. 
Truly, Ms. Pillow is a master of 

futuristic fantasy.” 
- Yasmine Galenorn,  

NY Times, Publishers Weekly, & 
USA TODAY Bestseller 

“Michelle M. Pillow is an 
incredible talent! No matter the 

genre she writes, I’m captivated, 
enthralled and totally in love. She 

is not to be missed!” 
- Gena Showalter, 

NY Times & USA TODAY 
Bestseller
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by something I created is… there 
are no words.

How much research goes into 
your books, especially when 
they involve elements of 
history, mythology, or science 
fiction?

I confess, sometimes I’ll plot a 
book because I want to research 
a topic. It’s so easy to get lost 
in that part of the process. I 
always want to be learning. With 
historicals, I can get lost in the 
anthropological details of how 
people lived. There is so much to 
think about—where did they sle-
ep, how did they interact, how did 
they cook, what is their political 
climate? The list is endless.

People don’t always realize 
that fantasy and futuristic books 
also take research. I often base 
my futuristic worlds on historical 
societies. Even if the readers 
don’t see it, it helps ground the 
worlds in something familiar and 
gives them context. With futuris-
tics, I need to know about space 
travel or tech. Not all research 
makes it onto the pages, but it 
does inform the overall feel of 
the story.

What is your favorite part of 
writing?

World building. I love taking 
all my research, experiences, and 
imagination and making somet-
hing out of it. 

Also, the feeling when I 
complete a book, knowing that 

everything in front of me is 
because I did something, I created 
that world. And the best is when 
the book is released and I start 
hearing from readers who loved 
reading it as much as I loved 
writing it.

Why are books important?
Books provide entertainment, 

teach us things, and take us on 
fantastic journeys. Reading lets 
us absorb thoughts and ideas that 
we might not have otherwise con-
sidered. Maybe most profound is 
the way, during hard times like 
the pandemic, fiction can give a 
much-needed form of escapism.

What are you like in person? 
I’m told I’m quirky and adven-

turous. I’m not adventurous in the 
sense you’ll find me hanging off 
the top of Everest, but I’m willing 
to try new things and am always 
open to new opportunities. I’ve 
been on paranormal investigati-
ons of museums and vaudeville 
theatres. I was an extra on Z Na-
tion. I’ve climbed Mayan temples 
in Belize. I’d say quirky because 
it seems to describe my sense of 
humor. I’m also a giant paranor-
mal/sci-fi nerd, and proud of it.

I feel privileged to be an aut-
hor, to be able to do a job I love, 
and that readers are willing to 
give my books a chance. Writing 
is such a personal experience, and 
to be able to share an emotional 
journey with others is amazing.

Thank you for having me!

SAMPLING OF AWARDS & 
NOTABLES

• New York Times Bestselling 
Author
• USA Today Bestselling 
Author
• Millions of books sold
• Recognized for having 100 
Published  
Romances (RWA)
• #1 Amazon.com Bestselling 
Author
• Bestseller at Apple Books, 
Kobo, Nook, Googleplay
• Romantic Times 
BOOKreviews Magazine  
• Lifetime Achievement 
Award Nominee 2011
• Winner 2006 Romantic 
Times Bookclub Magazine’s 
Reviewer’s Choice
• Award for the historical 
romance Maiden and the 
Monster
• 2007 Romantic Times 
Bookclub Magazine’s Re-
viewer’s Choice Award
• Nominee for the futuristic 
romance The Bound Prince
• Kensington Brava Novella 
Contest Finalist (3rd)
• 2015 Virginia Romance 
Writers HOLT  
Medallion Award of Merit
recipient for outstanding 
literary fiction in Paranormal, 
Love Potions
• Refugee Extra on SyFy’s Z 
Nations, Season 3, Fall 2016
• Mississippi Arts Com-
mission (MAC) 2022 Grant 
Recipient
• Amazon Direct Publishing’s 
KDP University @ Home with 
Michelle M. Pillow – Webinar 
discussing book marketing, 
publishing, branding, and 
writing in multiple genres.

close-knit family of mischievous 
immortals living in modern-day 
Wisconsin. They might not 
always get along, but they’ll 
protect each other until the end… 
but not without a few pranks in 
the process.

What advice would you give 
to aspiring romance writers?

There is no magic pill. You 
must do the research and the 
work. Well, coffee is kind of like 
magic, and energy helps do the 
research, so maybe that’s my 
secret. LOL

Research everything—your 
book, marketing, promo, your 
genre—and think about the long-
term goals, not just instant career 
gratification. 

Most importantly: Write the 
book. No book, no reason to go 
through the trouble of everything 
else. The book is the fun part! 

Your books have been trans-
lated into other languages. 
What’s it like seeing your sto-
ries reach global audiences?

I remember when a publisher 
first sent me the first Japanese 
translation of my book. I still 
have it on my shelf, along with 
the translations that came after. 
I was so excited I made ever-
yone look at it. As an author, I 
want to make readers experience 
something. To know that people 
on the other side of the world that 
I never met and whose language I 
can’t speak are being entertained 

PHOTO: With over a million books sold, Michelle M. Pillow has carved a remarkable niche in the liter-
ary landscape, earning accolades as a New York Times and USA TODAY bestselling author. 
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“Michelle Pillow always delivers!” 
- Renee George, 

USA TODAY Bestseller 
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